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FIRST ANNUAL 2002 DETROIT SCIENCE GALA RAISES MORE THAN $450,000

Automotive and Technology Leaders Unite to Provide Greater Access for Children 

to the Wonders of Science, Engineering and Technology at the Science Center

DETROIT, May 21, 2002 -- The First Annual 2002 Detroit Science Gala, held Friday, May 17, at The New Detroit Science Center, raised more than $450,000 to subsidize the visits of tens of thousands of children to discover the wonders of science, engineering and technology at the Science Center. More than 660 guests attended this first-ever, black-tie event to celebrate science in Detroit. 

“We are thrilled with the response generated throughout our community – and the State of Michigan – for this first-of-its-kind, black-tie celebration of Science. Thanks to the generosity of many corporations, foundations and individuals, The New Detroit Science Center has become a gem in the cultural community of Detroit, and will continue to shine brightly long into the future,” said Francois Castaing, Chairman of The New Detroit Science Center. “We look forward to hosting next year’s gala, which will be presented by General Motors Corp. on May 16, 2003.”
Automotive leaders from DaimlerChrysler Corp., Ford Motor Company and General Motors Corp. have made a three-year commitment to sponsor the event, with DaimlerChrysler taking the lead as the 2002 presenting Platinum Sponsor. i2 Technologies was the 2002 Technology Sponsor. 

Physicist, entrepreneur and inventor Dean Kamen arrived at the gala in style on his latest creation, the Segway( Human Transporter (HT), to share a few words about how science and technology touches and improves all of our lives. Kamen is the founder of FIRST, an organization that like the Science Center is dedicated to motivating the next generation to understand, use, and enjoy science and technology. 

The first Detroit Science and Technology Leadership Award was presented to Gov. John Engler for his dedication to advancing the profile of Michigan as a state with a tremendous legacy and vast talent pool in science, research, engineering and technology. Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus accepted on Gov. Engler’s behalf.
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The purpose of the gala was threefold: to showcase Southeastern Michigan as a "Midwest valley" of advanced sciences and technologies; to highlight the benefits of science education for children; and to raise funds to ensure access by all children, regardless of their means, to the exhibits, programs and learning opportunities at The New Detroit Science Center. 

The Detroit Science Gala will be chaired by Francois Castaing, chairman of The New Detroit Science Center; Richard Schaum, executive vice president for DaimlerChrysler; Chris Theodore, vice president North American Product Development for Ford Motor Company; and Tom Stephens, group vice president for General Motors. Gov. and Mrs. Engler, Mayor and Mrs. Kwame Kilpatrick, and Dr. and Mrs. Dieter Zetsche, president and CEO Chrysler Group, were honorary chairpersons.

The Science Center opened in July 2001 to capacity crowds. Located in the heart of Detroit’s Cultural Center, the Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration. It can serve 500,000 visitors each year with an estimated first-year attendance of more than 350,000 visitors. The original Detroit Science Center, founded by Detroit businessman and philanthropist Dexter Ferry nearly 30 years ago, was among the first centers for scientific exploration and learning in the country that included an IMAX( Dome Theatre. Plans to transform the Science Center into a leading center for science education began in late 1998. In December 1999, the Science Center broke ground on its $30 million expansion and renovation. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center, membership or fundraising opportunities, please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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