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THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP MOVES

Shawn Kahle to Serve as President & CEO
Tim Hudson to Serve as Vice President of Development

DETROIT, April 16, 2002 -- The Board of Trustees of The New Detroit Science Center today announced the appointment of Shawn M. Kahle as its new President and Chief Executive Officer effective immediately.  In her new leadership post, Ms. Kahle will oversee all aspects of the Science Center, which completed a massive $30 million expansion and renovation in 2001 and has since been setting new attendance records.  

The Board also announced the appointment of Timothy Buhl Hudson to Vice President of Development. Mr. Hudson will provide strategic direction and leadership for the Science Center’s development activities.

Shawn M. Kahle

Reporting to Chairman Francois Castaing and the Board of Trustees, Ms. Kahle will be responsible for developing and implementing long-term strategies to sustain the viability and growth of the Science Center.  Additionally, her team will enhance the Science Center’s unique science offerings, visitor and member experiences, and further cultivate valuable community and foundation relationships. 

”We welcome Shawn Kahle as the new President and CEO of the Detroit Science Center,” said Chairman Francois Castaing.  “As a highly involved trustee, she has been a strong contributor and passionate volunteer in our efforts to offer the children, families and teachers a first-class learning experience where all of our guests can explore the possibilities of science and technology.  With more than 20 years of executive-level management, education and non-profit Board experience, Shawn will be instrumental in helping our team expand the many offerings, fun and excitement of The New Detroit Science Center.”

Shawn Kahle fills the post previously held by Mel Drumm who served as President of the Science Center for the past 7 years.  Commenting on his departure, Mr. Castaing said, “We are grateful for the service and commitment of Mel Drumm.  He has served with great dedication through a period of critical transition and rebirth of The New Detroit Science Center. We wish him our very best in his next endeavor.”
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Other Background on Shawn Kahle

A 22-year resident of the Detroit area, Ms. Kahle has served as a public relations consultant for various non-profit organizations throughout Metro Detroit for the past year.  Until December 2000, she was Vice President, Corporate Affairs for Kmart Corporation. She also has served as a faculty member in the Department of Speech Communication at Wayne State University and as a public relations executive at Ameritech.

She is a member of the Board of The New Detroit Science Center, the YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit and a member of the Advisory Committee of the Women’s Economic Club.  She also has served on the Boards of the Detroit Regional Chamber, Michigan Retailers Association, New Detroit, the Metropolitan Affairs Coalition, Operation Able, the Detroit Historical Society and March of Dimes of Southeastern Michigan.  

Shawn and her husband Robert W. Kahle reside in Royal Oak, Mich.

Timothy Buhl Hudson

Reporting to Ms. Kahle, Mr. Hudson will be responsible for developing a comprehensive annual and long-term plan that meets the Science Center’s needs for capital, program-specific, general operating, planned gift and endowment funding. Mr. Hudson previously served as executive director for Student Mentor Partners where he supervised all aspects of the organization including program development, fundraising, accounting, public relations, marketing, media relations, and capacity development for the organization. 

“Tim Hudson has worked with Detroit-area non-profit organizations, both large and small, for the past eight years to develop programs that enhance the quality of life for children and families of metropolitan Detroit. He has a strong background in fundraising, organizational development, management and evaluation, and will be a strong member of the Science Center team,” said Mr. Castaing.

The Science Center opened in July 2001 to capacity crowds. Located in the heart of Detroit’s Cultural Center, the Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration. It can serve 500,000 visitors each year with an estimated first-year attendance of more than 350,000 visitors. The original Detroit Science Center, founded by Detroit businessman and philanthropist Dexter Ferry nearly 30 years ago, was among the first centers for scientific exploration and learning in the country that included an IMAX( Dome Theatre. Plans to transform the Science Center into a leading center for science education began in late 1998. In December 1999, the Science Center broke ground on its $30 million expansion and renovation. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center, membership or fundraising opportunities, please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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