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FITZGERALD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS RECEIVE FEBRUARY 

YOUNG LEADERS IN LEARNING AWARD

Awards Program is Sponsored by Kmart and The New Detroit Science Center 

DETROIT, March 11, 2002 -- A team of three fourth-grade students from Fitzgerald Elementary School in Detroit have been awarded the February Young Leaders in Learning Award from Kmart and The New Detroit Science Center. The winners are Britni Golson, 9; Shantayle Vandergrift, 9; and Shelly Wren, 10. Their teacher is Dennis Di Iacovo.

Young Leaders in Learning is part of Kmart’s Leaders in Learning initiative to reward individual students or teams of students for the design and creativity of inventions or experiments created in the Science Center’s Ford Learning Resource Center. The year-long awards program is another part of Kmart’s $450,000, three-year partnership with the Science Center.

Each quarter, Young Leaders in Learning will honor participants in a different Science Center program. The Fitzgerald Elementary School students were honored for a skimmer that they constructed. The students used inexpensive, common materials to construct a vehicle that “skims” across a table or floor when blown by a fan. The team determined and was judged by its own criteria for the project. 

The students received Leaders in Learning backpacks filled with prizes from Kmart, the Science Center and the Detroit Free Press. The students will be featured in the “Your Schools” section of the Detroit Free Press and will have their skimmer displayed at the Science Center.

Leaders in Learning is Kmart's aggressive new corporate giving and community outreach initiative that focuses all of the company's community-based resources to support diverse education programs and promote lifelong learning. Under the Leaders in Learning umbrella, new and existing corporate giving 

efforts -- including partnerships, corporate grants, local donations, community relations, matching gifts, and executive involvement -- will be directed to programs that support traditional and non-traditional learning initiatives in communities served by Kmart. 
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The Ford Learning Resource Center is The New Detroit Science Center's direct educational link.  The center is capable of serving up to 100,000 students per year through five unique learning environments that offer hands-on, inquiry-based learning.  The Science Center also provides professional development opportunities and educational resources to enhance classroom curriculum.

The New Detroit Science Center opened in July 2001 to capacity crowds. Located in the heart of Detroit’s Cultural Center, the Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration. It can serve more than 500,000 visitors annually with an estimated first-year attendance of more than 350,000 visitors. The original Detroit Science Center, founded by Detroit businessman and philanthropist Dexter Ferry nearly 30 years ago, was among the first centers for scientific exploration and learning in the country that included an IMAX( Dome Theatre. Plans to transform the Science Center into a leading center for science education began in late 1998. In December 1999, the Science Center broke ground on its $30 million expansion and renovation. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center, membership or fundraising opportunities, please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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