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       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

          Media Contact:

          Kelly Fulford

          Public Relations Manager                      

          313.577.8400 x430

          313.832.1623 (fax)

          kfulford@sciencedetroit.org

THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER ANNOUNCES SPECIAL JUNE ACTIVITIES

Highlights Include New IMAX( film China: The Panda Adventure and Planetarium Show Starlit Summer Nights, Summer Science Camp 2002, Extended Summer Hours and Marshall Field’s Sunday FunDays 

DETROIT, May 31, 2002 -- The New Detroit Science Center announced special activities for June including the debut of the IMAX( film China: The Panda Adventure in the IMAX( Dome Theatre; the launch of Summer Science Camp 2002; Marshall Field’s Sunday FunDays; and the start of weekday summer hours of 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. June 17 – Sept. 2. Weekend hours remain 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

China: The Panda Adventure Debuts June 28

Explore the world of the magnificent and rare Giant Panda as you travel back in time on an exciting expedition through the breathtaking splendor of 1936 China in the IMAX® adventure film China: The Panda Adventure. The film debuts at The New Detroit Science Center’s IMAX( Dome Theatre on Friday, June 28.

Maria Bello stars in the film inspired by the true-life story of widowed New York socialite Ruth Harkness, a fiercely independent woman who dared to take up her late husband’s expedition, journeying deep into the mysterious forests of China and following his passionate quest to study the Giant Panda. 

As her expedition makes its treacherous journey from Shanghai, up the Yangtze River, through the rugged Min Valley and into the isolated Wolong forests, Ruth must rely on her wits and her determination to survive as she races to find the mysterious creature before a band of trophy-hunting poachers.
Summer Science Camp 2002 Starts June 24

Explore the possibilities of summer science fun at The New Detroit Science Center. Summer Science Camp is available for children kindergarten through 8th grade. Campers can choose from three unique camp experiences: Space Adventure, ScienceQuest or Camp Connections. 

Space Adventure will be offered June 24-28, July 22-26, July 29-Aug. 2 and Aug. 19-23. Campers will explore the final frontier as they visit planets, nebulae, and even dive into a black hole in the Digital Dome Planetarium. 
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In our specially designed Mission Control Space Room, campers can build their own water-powered rockets and launch them 200 ft. in the air, explore the principles of space travel, and take a fact-finding scavenger hunt across the Internet. In the IMAX® Dome Theatre, they can experience life in zero gravity aboard the IMAX( film Space Station. Just like space, the possibilities are endless!

ScienceQuest camp will be offered July 8-12, July 15-19, Aug. 5-9 and Aug. 12-16. Discovery is around every corner at ScienceQuest camp and campers will explore every inch with these special programs (all in one week!) — Rolling Roller Coasters, Slimy Science and Zap! Lasers and Lights. Campers can create their own cyber Rolling Roller Coaster and explore the principles that make it work; experiment with states of matter in Slimy Science; and experience "spark-tacular" demonstration shows in Zap! Lasers and Lights in our Sparks Theater. Girl Scouts will have the opportunity to meet science-based badge requirements during the July 8-12 ScienceQuest camp.

Camp Connections: Sharing the Earth is a special partnership camp offered by the Science Center and the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) that will connect the art and science of the Giant Panda and Asian lands. Camp Connections will be held July 22-26 for children ages 9-11. Campers will spend the mornings at the Science Center learning about these endangered creatures and see the new IMAX® film China: The Panda Adventure, and spend the afternoons at the DIA where they’ll discover Asian-based art that respects this shared earth, using renewable resources such as clay and paper pulp.


For more information, including camp hours and prices, or to register for Summer Science Camp 2002, call 313-577-8400, option 5. To register for Camp Connections, please contact the DIA at 313-833-4249.

Starlit Summer Nights Debuts June 15
Journey through the skies of summer in Starlit Summer Nights at The New Detroit Science Center’s Digital 

Dome Planetarium. Explore a giant globular star cluster in the constellation of Hercules, the Ring Nebula, the 

remnants of a dying star and other sights of summer. Summer also is a time for meteor showers and we'll tell 

you what to expect from the Perseids, one of the most dramatic showers visible each year. Starlit Summer 

Nights will be shown at 1p.m. and 3p.m. through Sept. 6.

Marshall Field’s Sunday FunDays – Enjoy Fireworks Fun on June 9

What makes fireworks glow, spark and make noise? Find out on Sunday, June 9, as we explore Fireworks Fun at Marshall Field's Sunday FunDays at The New Detroit Science Center. Discover the world of pyrotechnics, learn about fireworks safety and how Marshall Field’s makes the skies glow over Detroit as a part of the 
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International Freedom Festival fireworks on June 26. There will be patriotic storytelling, make & take activities, face painting, fire eating fun, performances by Mad Science, balloon giveaways and much more.

IMAX® Dome Theatre Schedule

June 1-28: The IMAX( Dome Theatre will show Space Station at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on weekends, and at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on weekdays. The Human Body will be shown at 12 p.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. on weekends and at 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. on weekdays. 

June 29-Oct. 11: Opening June 29, China: The Panda Adventure will be shown in the IMAX( Dome Theatre on weekdays at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., and on weekends at 11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. In addition, Space Station will be shown on weekdays at 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m., and on weekends at 1 p.m., and 4 p.m. The Human Body will be shown on weekdays and weekends at 12 p.m. and 3 p.m. 

Digital Dome Planetarium Schedule

The Digital Dome Planetarium will show Hubble: Images of the Infinite at 11 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. on weekends, alternating with Starlit Summer Nights at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. On weekdays, the show schedule will vary based upon fieldtrip selections with the exception of the 2 p.m. showing of Hubble: Images of the Infinite.

Prices & June Hours

Operating hours for June 1-16: Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Operating hours for June 17-30 (continuing through Sept. 2): Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and Saturday and Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. General admission is $7 for adults, and $6 for seniors and children ages two-to-12. Children under two years of age are free. Admission to the Digital Dome Planetarium and IMAX( Dome Theatre is $4 plus general admission. 

The New Detroit Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration, including Michigan’s only IMAX® Dome Theatre; a Digital Dome Planetarium; the Ford Learning Resource Center; the DTE Energy Sparks Theater; the DaimlerChrysler Science Stage; an 8,700 square-foot Science Hall for traveling exhibits; five exhibit laboratories – General Motors Motion Laboratory, Dow Foundation Life Sciences Laboratory, Waves & Vibrations Laboratory, Matter & Energy Laboratory and SBC Ameritech Children’s Gallery; and a Special Events Lobby. In July 2001, the Science Center completed a $30 million renovation and expansion. It is projected to serve more than 500,000 visitors in its first year. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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