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       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

          Media Contact:

          Kelly Fulford

          Public Relations Manager                      

          313.577.8400 x430

          313.832.1623 (fax)

          kfulford@sciencedetroit.org

THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER ANNOUNCES SPECIAL OCTOBER ACTIVITIES

Highlights Include Jane Goodall Appearance, Sunday FunDays and Science Spook-tacular 

DETROIT, Oct. 1, 2002 -- The New Detroit Science Center announced special activities and show times for October, including an appearance by Dr. Jane Goodall in conjunction with the film debut of Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees in the IMAX® Dome Theatre, Marshall Field’s Sunday FunDays – Wild About Chimps, Discovery Days and a Science Spook-tacular to celebrate Halloween.

Dr. Jane Goodall to Appear Oct. 12

As the world’s most renowned primatologist, Dr. Jane Goodall has spent much of her life in the forests of Africa. On Saturday, Oct. 12, the famed Goodall will swing into The New Detroit Science Center for the premiere of Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees at the IMAX® Dome Theatre.

Science Center patrons are invited to spend An Evening with Jane Goodall. Patrons who purchase tickets at the Frodo* Level can attend a special reception and book signing with Goodall followed by a lecture and film screening starting at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $100 and $150 with a signed book. On Saturday morning, educators will have an opportunity to view the film and meet Goodall, who will introduce the film at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. and after take questions from the audience. For more information about these events, or to order tickets, please call 313-577-8400, option 5. (*Frodo is one of the now famous chimpanzee research subjects at Gombe Stream National Park.)

Marshall Field’s Sunday FunDays – Wild About Chimps is Oct. 13

On Sunday, Oct. 13, the celebration will continue with Marshall Field’s Sunday FunDays – Wild About Chimps. Children and families can enjoy fun, themed activities including storytelling, traditional African dance and music, a presentation on Wetland Wonders by Grosse Pointe students, a display on chimpanzee diet and habitat and much more. Sunday FunDay activities are free with the purchase of general admission. Sunday FunDays offer fun, themed activities for families and children every second Sunday of every month.
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Discovery Days – Oct. 5 & Oct. 26

Children and families can enjoy special activities including an egg drop competition, a Rube Goldberg Exhibit and a chemistry magic show during Discovery Days. Activities celebrate engineering and science and the Technology Discovery Day competition at the University of Detroit Mercy, held Oct. 18. For more information on the competition, go to http://eng-sci.udmercy.edu/precol/techday/

Science Spook-tacular is Oct. 27

The New Detroit Science Center will scare up some frightful fun for its Science Spook-tacular on Sunday, Oct. 27!  The Bat Conservatory will make a special presentation on the DaimlerChrysler Science Stage at 12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. and in the SBC Ameritech Children's Gallery at 3 p.m. There will be robotic pumpkin carving in the Events Lobby and dry ice experiments in the GM Motion Laboratory. Visitors who come in costume will receive $1 off general admission, and there will be special, free treats for children.

IMAX® Dome Theatre Schedule

Oct. 1-11: The IMAX( Dome Theatre will show China: The Panda Adventure Monday - Friday at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., Saturday at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., and Sunday at 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Space Station will be shown Monday - Friday at 10 a.m., 12 p.m. and 2 p.m., Saturday at 12 p.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Oct. 12-13: To celebrate the Michigan debut of Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees in the IMAX® Dome Theatre, the film will be shown exclusively during opening weekend. On Saturday, Oct. 12, the film opens to the public at 12 p.m. and will be shown hourly through 5 p.m. On Sunday, Oct. 13, the film will be shown hourly from 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

Oct. 14-31: The IMAX( Dome Theatre will show Jane Goodall’s Wild Chimpanzees Monday – Friday at 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., Saturday at 12 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., and Sunday at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. China: The Panda Adventure will show Monday - Friday at 1 p.m., and Saturday-Sunday at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Space Station will be shown Monday - Friday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., Saturday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m.

Digital Dome Planetarium Schedule

The Digital Dome Planetarium will show The Search for Life in the Universe Monday – Friday at 2 p.m., Saturday at 11 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 5 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. The 
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seasonal sky show Autumn Nights will be shown Saturday - Sunday at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. During weekdays, the planetarium schedule will vary based on school fieldtrip selections, with the exception of the 2 p.m. public showing of The Search for Life in the Universe.
Prices & September Hours

Fall/winter hours are Monday – Friday from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Saturday from 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday from 12 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
General admission is $7 for adults, and $6 for seniors and children ages two-to-12. Children under two years of age are free. Admission to the Digital Dome Planetarium and IMAX( Dome Theatre is $4 plus general admission.

The New Detroit Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration, including Michigan’s only IMAX® Dome Theatre; a Digital Dome Planetarium; the Ford Learning Resource Center; the DTE Energy Sparks Theater; the DaimlerChrysler Science Stage; an 8,700 square-foot Science Hall for traveling exhibits; five exhibit laboratories – General Motors Motion Laboratory, Dow Foundation Life Sciences Laboratory, Waves & Vibrations Laboratory, Matter & Energy Laboratory and SBC Ameritech Children’s Gallery; and a Special Events Lobby. In July 2001, the Science Center completed a $30 million renovation and expansion. It is projected to serve more than 500,000 visitors in its first year. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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