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       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

          Media Contact:

          Kelly Fulford

          Public Relations Manager                      

          313.577.8400 x430

          313.832.1623 (fax)

          kfulford@sciencedetroit.org

THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER ANNOUNCES SPECIAL SPRING BREAK HOURS

DETROIT, March 27, 2002 -- The New Detroit Science Center announced extended Spring Break Hours for March 29 – April 5. The Science Center will be open weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., allowing for two additional IMAX® Dome Theatre shows and two additional Digital Dome Planetarium shows. Weekend hours are 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. The Science Center will be closed on Sunday, March 31, for the Easter holiday.

IMAX® Dome Theatre Schedule 

During Spring Break, the IMAX® Dome Theatre will show the IMAX® film The Human Body Monday through Sunday at 12 p.m., 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. MacGillivray Freeman Film’s Dolphins will show Monday through Sunday at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.  MacGillivray Freeman Film’s Journey into Amazing Caves will be shown Monday through Friday at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.

The Human Body provides a dramatic picture of life that plunges the audience into the action. Viewers will follow a tomato on its journey to the stomach, accompany red blood cells into the heart and marvel as a new life develops and enters the world. Dolphins takes audiences on an underwater adventure with inquisitive Atlantic spotted dolphins, acrobatic dusky dolphins, and the familiar bottlenose dolphins. Journey into Amazing Caves takes audiences on a journey through tiny, twisting passages, gleaming blue labyrinths of ice, flooded underground vaults, and a world so extreme that the microscopic creatures who live there are called extremophiles. 

Digital Dome Planetarium Schedule

The New Detroit Science Center’s Digital Dome Planetarium features two out-of-this world shows, the new live show Spring Skies and the virtual reality journey Views of the Universe. During Spring Break, Spring Skies will be shown Monday through Friday at 3 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Views of the Universe will be shown Monday through Friday at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. During weekdays, the 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. planetarium schedule will vary based on school fieldtrip selections.
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Spring Skies is a totally live show with triggered automated sequences that highlight some of the brightest stars in the sky. Planetarium presenters will identify objects visible to both the unaided eye and telescopes, helping audience members locate constellations and star patterns including Leo, Virgo, Hercules, Corvus and the Big and Little Dippers. Hidden in these star patterns are celestial gems such as the Beehive star cluster and the Sombrero Galaxy. More obvious are the brilliant planets, five of which form a line this spring in the darkening skies just after sunset. 

Views of the Universe takes audiences on a journey from the Detroit skyline out into the universe, with stops at the international space station, planets, nebulae, galaxies and even a black hole.

General admission to the Science Center is $7 for adults, and $6 for seniors and children ages two-to-12. Children under two years of age are free. Admission to the Digital Dome Planetarium and IMAX( Dome Theatre is $4 per show plus general admission.

The Science Center opened in July 2001 to capacity crowds. Located in the heart of Detroit’s Cultural Center, the Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration. It can serve 500,000 visitors each year with an estimated first-year attendance of more than 350,000 visitors. The original Detroit Science Center, founded by Detroit businessman and philanthropist Dexter Ferry nearly 30 years ago, was among the first centers for scientific exploration and learning in the country that included an IMAX( Dome Theatre. Plans to transform the Science Center into a leading center for science education began in late 1998. In December 1999, the Science Center broke ground on its $30 million expansion and renovation. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center, membership or fundraising opportunities, please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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