[image: image1.png]Wy
E .R

N T




       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

          Media Contacts:

          Kelly Fulford

          Public Relations Manager                      

          313.577.8400 x430

          313.832.1623 (fax)

          kfulford@sciencedetroit.org

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF VOLUNTEERING

AT THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

April 21-27 is National Volunteer Week

DETROIT, April 25, 2002 -- As America celebrate National Volunteer Week, The New Detroit Science Center today announces two new volunteer programs for science professionals and enthusiasts, the PI Society and Newton Society.

PI Society

The PI Society is designed for volunteers with a background in science engineering, medicine or technology who wish to share their knowledge and passion for science with Science Center visitors. PI Society volunteers are stationed in the Science Center’s five exhibit laboratories to conduct science demonstrations and laboratory tours with visitors.

Newton Society

The Newton Society is designed for volunteers who are interested in sharing their time and talents by supporting the overall operations of the Science Center. Newton Society volunteers serve as greeters, or provide assistance with programs, special events or administrative work.

Benefits & Requirements

Science Center volunteers receive free general admission; discounts in the Science Store and Science Café; a free, one-year family membership after serving 100 hours; invitations to special volunteer recognition events; as well as the satisfaction of giving back to the community, meeting new friends and learning new skills.

Science Center volunteers must be age 16 or older, have a desire to contribute to the community and serve a minimum of 50 hours per year. PI Society applicants are asked to provide a resume or curriculum vitae detailing their science background or knowledge.
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Anyone interested in volunteering at The New Detroit Science Center should contact David Gensor at 313-577-8400, x440, or volunteers@sciencedetroit.org, or fill our a volunteer application online at www.detroitsciencecenter.org/volunteer.

The Science Center opened in July 2001 to capacity crowds. Located in the heart of Detroit’s Cultural Center, the Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration. It can serve 500,000 visitors each year with an estimated first-year attendance of more than 350,000 visitors. The original Detroit Science Center, founded by Detroit businessman and philanthropist Dexter Ferry nearly 30 years ago, was among the first centers for scientific exploration and learning in the country that included an IMAX( Dome Theatre. Plans to transform the Science Center into a leading center for science education began in late 1998. In December 1999, the Science Center broke ground on its $30 million expansion and renovation. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center, membership or fundraising opportunities, please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.
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