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The New Detroit Science Center COMMEMORATES SINKING OF R.M.S. TITANIC 
Special events and memorial planned for April 12-15

DETROIT, April 11, 2003 -- On the calm, clear night of April 15, 1912, the “unsinkable” R.M.S. Titanic sank in the freezing cold water of the North Atlantic.  The New Detroit Science Center is planning several opportunities for people to remember the tragic sinking in conjunction with Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit, a traveling exhibit currently on display at The New Detroit Science Center. 

On Tuesday, April 15, The New Detroit Science Center will gather at  the Dossin Great Lakes Museum, located on Belle Isle, for a commemorative ceremony.  The morning’s events will include remarks from Reverend Ingalls of Mariners Church and a reading of the names of all Michigan passengers aboard the Titanic, each one followed by the ringing of a bell recovered from a 1912 ship.  Then, selected children from the Metro Detroit area will be present to lay broken wheel wreaths on the anchor of the Edmund Fitzgerald, which sank in Lake Superior and is considered the greatest nautical tragedy in the history of the Great Lakes.  The events on Belle Isle are scheduled to start at 9:30 a.m. and last approximately 30 minutes.

After the ceremony, the children will travel to The New Detroit Science Center to unveil their special Titanic projects.  Three elementary schools partnered with Ford UAW to create science projects, which are as follows:

Ludington Elementary School constructed a 12-Volt power plant to simulate the steam driven power plant on the Titanic. The system is driven by a small compressed air motor. The motor is connected to a small generator that will produce 12 volts of DC current @ 35 watts.  In addition to the power plant, the 
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Ludington team has constructed Lego engines to simulate the steam-powered reciprocating engines of the actual ship.  

The Miller Elementary team created a model of the Titanic that displays a cut-away section of the "water tight" bulkhead doors.  It also indicates the location of the opening in the ship's hull that allowed water to enter. 

Burton Elementary School constructed scale models of the various rooms that were used to house the passengers on the Titanic.  The rooms will have light fixtures that will be powered by the power plant developed by the Ludington Elementary team. 

“The New Detroit Science Center is pleased to be able to honor the memory of Titanic through a memorial ceremony and special activities, involving educational projects from area children, descendents of the passengers and a customized display by a local Titanic enthusiast,” said Shawn M. Kahle, President & CEO of The New Detroit Science Center.

In addition to displays by the three elementary schools, the Science Center has invited all local descendents of passengers from the Titanic to attend and share their memories with visitors.  Some of them will be displaying items belonging to their departed relatives.  

Also present will be a local collector of period clothing, jewelry and other personal pieces who will display her collection and discuss life in 1912 with the children.  The day’s activities will then conclude with a presentation by Ralph White, who has dove the Titanic wreck site and appears in the IMAX® Dome Theatre film Titanica, showing as part of the Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit display.

The events on the anniversary of the Titanic’s voyage will be complemented from April 12-14 by unique radio broadcasts from the Science Center.  To commemorate the loss of R.M.S. Titanic and her crew and passengers, The New Detroit Science Center will be the host to the Motor City Radio Club, which will operate its amateur radio station W8MRM from the Science Center. The club, along with Science Center visitors, will be able to communicate with the Titanic Historical Museum in Indian Orchard, Mass., and the California Science Center in Los Angeles, which also is host to Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit.
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Station hours are Saturday, April 12, from 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday, April 13, from 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., and Monday, April 14, from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  W8MRM will operate during this special event on the following frequencies: 7.044, 14.044, and 21.044 Megahertz for CW operations, and 7.244, 14.244, and 21.244 Megahertz for voice operations with FM simplex operations on 146.520 Megahertz.

The New Detroit Science Center features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration, including Michigan’s only IMAX® Dome Theatre; a Digital Dome Planetarium; the Ford Learning Resource Center; the DTE Energy Sparks Theater; the DaimlerChrysler Science Stage; an 8,700 square-foot Science Hall for traveling exhibits; five exhibit laboratories – General Motors Motion Laboratory, Dow Foundation Life Sciences Laboratory, Waves & Vibrations Laboratory, Matter & Energy Laboratory and SBC Ameritech Children’s Gallery; and a Special Events Lobby. In July 2001, the Science Center completed a $30 million renovation and expansion. It served more than 471,000 visitors in its first year. For more information on The New Detroit Science Center please call 313-577-8400 or visit the website, www.detroitsciencecenter.org.

Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit is produced by Clear Channel Exhibitions in association with R.M.S. Titanic, Inc. Clear Channel Exhibitions, a division of Clear Channel Entertainment, is based in San Antonio, Texas. CCE is a world leader in providing high quality, state-of-the-art educational family experiences, and produces exhibits in collaboration with more than 200 leading museums and research institutions.  
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