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RECOVERING TITANIC’S ARTIFACTS

Location:
Titanic’s wreck site is located 963 miles northeast of New York and 453 miles southeast of the Newfoundland coastline.

Depth:
Titanic lies 2.5 miles beneath the ocean surface, where the pressure is tremendous—6,000 pounds per square inch. 

Expeditions:
Since 1987, six joint U.S., French and Russian expeditions have been conducted to Titanic’s wreck site during the summers of 1987, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1998 and 2000. 
These research and recovery expeditions represent an archaeological collaboration between RMS Titanic, Inc., IFREMER, the French Oceanographic Institute and the Moscow-based P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology.

Submersibles:Nautile and the two MIRs, submersibles equipped with mechanical arms and hydraulic sampling baskets, have made these underwater explorations possible. Their arms are capable of scooping, grasping and recovering the artifacts, which are then collected in the sampling basket.



Each submersible costs up to $25 million to build. They are built from titanium and high-grade rolled steel and weigh 18 tons. The crew compartment is 7 feet in diameter and accommodates three people—a pilot, copilot and observer—who each have a one-foot-thick plastic porthole between themselves and the depths.

Both submersibles have the capabilities of operating and deploying a Remote-Controlled Vehicle (ROV) on a 110-foot tether, which is then flown inside the wreck to record images. 

The Dive:
It takes approximately 2 and a half hours to reach the Titanic wreck site. Each dive lasts about 12 to 15 hours with an additional 2 hours to ascend to the surface.
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