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TITANIC:  Building the Legend

Design 
The ship was designed by J. Bruce Ismay for the White Star Line and would be named Titanic. Built at Harland & Wolff’s shipyard in Belfast, Ireland, construction began on March 31, 1909, and lasted for two years.

                 Size
Titanic was the largest ship built prior to 1912 and the largest moving object built by man.


Length:
882 feet and 9 inches (nearly four city blocks long)


Width:
92 feet and 6 inches


Height:
11 stories high


Capacity;     equipped to carry a total of 3,547 passengers


Weight:
46,328 tons


Speed:
24 to 24 knots (28 to 29 miles per hour)

                Mechanics
Titanic had three propellers; the center propeller measured 16 ½ feet and had four blades.  The two outside propellers had a diameter of 23 ½ feet and had three blades each.


The outer propellers were powered by the reciprocating engines that had generated 15,000 horsepower at 75 revolutions per minute.  A low-pressure turbine that generated 16,000 horsepower at 165 revolutions per minute powered the center propeller.  The rudder of the ship, which enabled the ship to maneuver, was 78 feet 8 inches high with its sections weighing 101 tons.  Titanic was designed with 16 watertight compartments so that even if the first four compartments were flooded, the ship would remain afloat.

                Hull
The ship was built of 2,000 1-inch thick steel plates, held together by more than 3 million rivets.  The hull weighed 26,000 tons.

                Staircase
One of the most lavish areas on Titanic was the first-class Grand Staircase, which was styled in late 17th century William and Mary with a contemporary Louis XIV balustrade that was paneled in oak and included a glass skylight.  Charles Wilson carved the “Honour and Glory Crowning Time” panels on the Grand Staircase.

               Ship Décor
The style of décor included Louis XIV, Empire Italian Renaissance, Georgian, Regence, Queen Ann and Old Dutch.


It took ten months to decorate Titanic.
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