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EXHIBITION OVERVIEW

Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit is a collection of more than 292 artifacts recovered from the final resting place of the R.M.S. Titanic, 2.5 miles below the surface of the North Atlantic Ocean.  These objects are chosen and displayed in such a way that tells the true, compelling story of the world’s most famous ship. 

Before entering the exhibition, each guest is given a reproduction of a White Star Line boarding pass. On this boarding pass is the name and story of an actual Titanic passenger.  

INTRODUCTION

The story of Titanic has been told and retold, but never more poignantly and passionately than by the artifacts presented in this exhibition. Painstakingly recovered from the debris field surrounding the wreck and artfully conserved, these three-dimensional objects, more than words and images, represent the vessel and the 2,228 souls who journeyed with her into history.

DISCOVERY / RECOVERY

The wreck of the Titanic lies 323 nautical miles southeast of Newfoundland, 2.5 miles beneath the surface of the ocean. It was discovered on September 1, 1985, by a team of scientists lead by Dr. Robert Ballard, then of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and by Captain Jean-Loius Micheal of IFREMER, the Institut Francais de Recherche pour l’Exploitation des Mer.

The first gallery gives the visitor the experience of diving the wreck of Titanic and surveying the debris field. Objects, including a D-Deck Door, are displayed as if they were in sand. The theatrical lighting gives the guest the experience of being on the ocean floor. This gallery speaks to the discovery, recovery and conservation of the artifacts from the most famous ship in the world.

DESIGN / CONSTRUCTION

It was the beginning of the twentieth century, a time of optimism and progress. The world was on the move and the transatlantic transport of passengers, cargo and mail was brisk and competitive. Over dinner one July evening in 1907, J. Bruce Ismay, managing director of the White Star Line, and Lord James Pirrie, chairman of the Belfast shipbuilding company, Harland and Wolff, conceived the idea of building two lavish vessels. They would be named Olympic and Titanic.

With its wood planked floor, construction sounds and Irish music, this environment puts the visitor at the famed Harland and Wolff shipyards in the early 1900s. Here, the story of the conception, design and construction of the Titanic is told.  Artifacts here relate to ship’s construction including bolts, rivets and spikes. 
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DAY OF DEPARTURE – SOUTHAMPTON / CHERBOURG

Majestic and powerful, the Titanic slipped her mooring lines and left Southampton, England on April 10, 1912.  After stops in Cherbourg, France and Queenstown, Ireland, she struck out across the North Atlantic for New York.

In this gallery the visitor is immersed in the excitement and optimism as Titanic departs Europe on her maiden voyage, including her stop in Cherbourg, France. Steamer trunks, leather suitcases, wood crates and mailbags sit on the dock ready to be loaded. Titanic’s passengers and crew are first introduced to the visitor. Artifacts displayed here include a leather suitcase and paper baggage tags. 

WELCOME ABOARD / THIRD CLASS CORRIDOR

The emigrant third-class passenger was enticed by the White Star to travel on their vessels by being promised that “the interval between the old life and the new is spent under the happiest possible conditions.”

Walk up the gangplank and onto the ship the whole world is talking about. Visitors board the Titanic, as most did, as a third class passenger. On your right is a recreation of a third class cabin. 

FIRST CLASS CABIN

The Titanic was more than an epic of steam and steel.  It is a story of her passengers, from first-class millionaires to third-class immigrants, who displayed incredible acts of courage, self-sacrifice and heroism.

Here, meet Titanic’s passengers and crew. Share in their personal stories and learn of their reasons and expectations for traveling to America.

“The Titanic was not simply a means of conveying people from a place they wished to leave to a place they wanted to be…It was a floating symbol of status…”

Proceeding down the ship’s hallway, on your left is a full-scale recreation of a first-class cabin.  The featured artifacts in this gallery include a silver-plated pendulum lamp, sink, and personal grooming items.  
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GRAND STAIRCASE

The forward main staircase, capped with its beautiful dome of iron and glass, was the social hub of Titanic and symbolic of the ship’s elegance. This is a representation of the Titanic’s famous Grand Staircase. Here, one of Titanic’s beautiful bronze cherubs is displayed. Other objects include a necklace of gold nuggets, a pendant and chain with chased silver and gems and various types of paper and hard currency.

VERANDAH CAFÉ

Guests also glimpse a typical day aboard the great vessel by strolling through the Veranda Café, one of the dining areas on the ship. Artifacts include a crystal decanter and carafe with the White Star insignia, a tea service set, silverware, china and waiters pad from the A la Carte Restaurant.   

11:40 PM – APRIL 14, 1912  / ICEBERG GALLERY

“There has only been one iceberg, and its history lasted for a minute. It loomed out of the calm night in the western Atlantic on 14 April 1912, and a minute was all the time it took to rip open the side of the biggest ship in the world, doom some 1,500 people and, incidentally, crack the complacency of the civilized world.”

Ahead of the visitor is the iceberg – a sheet of real ice.  The guest is encourage to “Touch the Iceberg.”  In the early morning hours of April 15 1912, the waters of the North Atlantic were colder than this ice. The event of the striking and sinking is told here. Objects include a wrench from Titanic’s boiler room, spectacles, a man’s work boot, a piccolo and a child’s marble.

AFTERMATH / MEMORIAL GALLERY

“I have bought two or three papers a day in the hopes of seeing his name among the saved, but in seems that I shall never see him again.”

     -     
mother of D.E. Saunders

Saloon Steward 

This gallery provides a listing of all 2,200 names of those who were lost and who were saved.  The visitor finds the name on their boarding pass on this wall. The 1912 headlines from the Detroit newspapers are displayed here, as well as the accounts of the hearings held in the U.S. Senate and by Britain’s Board of Trade looking into the disaster. Personal items belonging to passengers George Rosenshine, Howard A. Irwin, and Marion Meanwell are exhibited here.  First-class passenger Adolphe Saalfeld’s perfume vials are also featured here along with a gold pocket watch.
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