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TITANIC TIDBITS

· Titanic’s original maiden voyage date was March 20, 1912, but was pushed back when her sister ship, the Olympic, was damaged in an accident and needed to be repaired.

· In the 1898 novel Futility, 14 years before the sinking of the Titanic, Morgan Robertson penned a fictitious tale about a ship named Titan, which rams an iceberg and sinks with many victims.  Some of the uncanny similarities between the book and the Titanic calamity include the month (April), the length of the ship (Titanic 882.5 feet, Titan 800 feet), and the number of passengers on board (Titanic 2,200; Titan 2000).

· It cost $7.5 million to build Titanic and carried a $5 million insurance policy.  It would cost about $400 million to build Titanic today.

· Chief Officer Henry T. Wilde wrote a letter to his sister, while serving on Titanic, that said, “I still don’t like this ship.  I have a queer feeling about it.”

· A first-class ticket for a parlor suite on Titanic cost $4,350, which would be approximately $50,000 today.

· A man listed as M. Hoffman had handed his two young sons to the crew on one of the lifeboats.  The man was actually Michel Navratil who had kidnapped his sons during divorce proceedings.  The children were returned to their mother once they safely reached New York.

· In 1907, White Star Line Chairman J. Bruce Ismay met with Lord Pirrie, the head shipbuilder at Harland and Wolff, to plan the construction of three new gigantic liners, the Olympic, Titanic and Gigantic (later named Britannic).  Only Olympic did not sink.

· The original plans for Titanic were sketched on a napkin by J. Bruce Ismay.

*Information compiled from Titanic Trivia by David Downs and Ken Beck; Titanic:  Legacy of the World’s Greatest Ocean Liner by Susan Wels/Forward by William F. Buckley, Jr.
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